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To learn more about the photos above, click here to go to the photo gallery...
In August, I had the privilege to travel to opposite corners of the continent. At the start of the month, I
travelled to Savannah, Georgia for the annual conference of the Association of Avian Veterinarians. I had
many responsibilities at this year’s conference including serving on the board of directors, chairing the
Conservation Committee, leading the conservation field trip, delivering a talk on captive falcon
propagation, co-teaching a master class on bumblefoot in raptors, and co-instructing a lab on raptor care.
In addition, there were many people to meet, swap stories and notes, and to share good times with. On
highlight was the conservation field trip to Skidaway Island State Park where Jordan Gray, a biology
student from Armostrong Atlantic University, gave a talk on diamond-back terrapin conservation efforts.
You can learn more at http://savannahnow.com/node/510529. It was a great conference. If you are a
veterinarian or a veterinary technician, I highly recommend that you attend this conference which is
offered every August at varying locations. You can read more about AAV and the activities of the
conservation committee at www.aav.org.
On the day after returning to Washington from Savannah I boarded a plane and flew up to Barrow, Alaska
with Dr. Cheryl Scott, a veterinarian from UC Davis. She has been helping researchers for over 10 years
with the implantation of satellite and VHF transmitters in various species of waterfowl. From Barrow, we
were taken 110 miles out into the North Slope tundra where we camped on a small lake for 5 days with
biologists. My role was to assist with anesthesia and surgery and learn from Cheryl's experienced hand in
field work. Surgery in the field is much different from surgery in the cushy clean comforts of a surgery
suite. Also, since the patients must be released shortly after surgery, there are great differences in the
drugs utilized and how surgical sites are prepared. If too much down or feathers are removed, the birds
could become hypothermic and die once back in the water. So, veterinarians get creative at how they
carefully sweep feathers away from the incision site and hold them there. Our plan was to implant satellite
transmitters into 30 king eiders. However, for various reasons, we were only able to capture and
complete implants in 13 eiders. The transmitters were implanted into the body cavity of the birds with a
small antenna exiting beside the tail. The transmitters could last up to 24 months, though 18 months is
more the norm. The information will help determine migration patterns and feeding and nesting behaviors.
This information is particularly important to collect at this time since climate change and increasing oil
exploration will likely alter the habitsgo of the birds in the future. If you would like to learn more about
eider duck research and follow along with the ducks, visit
http://mercury.bio.uaf.edu/~steffen_oppel/kingeider/KIEI_Home.htm
This was my first experience in the arctic and it was great! It is a world of very low hills of rolling tundra
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covered in lakes, geese, shorebirds, and caribou. If someone tells you that it is a barren waste, ask them
if they ever took a stroll out away from their tourbus or town. Life blends in against the backdrop very well
here with the exception of startling flocks of flashing ptarmigan or the watchful pairs of white tundra
swans. Shorebirds blend in exceptionally well and I highly recommend bringing a spotting scope for
picking these guys out. I even saw a snowy owls and a gyrfalcon-- my first seen free in the wild. Aside
from bird life, the tundra is carpeted with a variety of low shrubs, lichens, mosses, and berries (many of
which are edible and delicious). The lakes contain an abundance of small crustaceans and some contain
fish. The crustaceans, algea, and grasses in and aorund the lakes are a rich source of food for the many
shorebirds and waterfowl. Last but not least, caribou wander about. At this time of year they were
scattered into small groups but they will form vast herds at certain times. It was a great week and I could
have spent longer.
After spending an interesting couple of days in Barrow, and getting my boots wet in the Arctic Ocean, I
travelled to Anchorage. I took a break with my fiance Susan for a few days: birding, fishing, and touring
the Alaska Sealife Center. The Alaska Bird Club gave us a great reception on the first night with a potluck
dinner. This is a great group of people who have a lot of local wisdom on birds to share. Check them out
at www.alaskabirdclub.org. I also made my usual stop at Bird TLC, a great wild bird center in Anchorage.
They had a number of interesting patients to look over including a young bald eagle, a young pintail duck,
and a snowy owl. They are doing a lot of great work-- check them out at www.birdtlc.org.
On the last few days of my trip, I attended patients at All Creatures Veterinary Clinic in Wasilla and at Pet
Emergency and Trauma in Anchorage. Dr. Lorelei Cuthbert at All Creatures had a full day of interesting
cases for me. I want to extend a special thank you to her and All Creatures for the awesome help in
getting the word out. I also want to thank PET for allowing me to use their surgery suite and to Dr. Kathy
Doty for her great surgical and anesthesia assistance. Last but not least, thank you to Eric and Janice
Peterson for their hospitality. They generously donated the use of a car and a place to stay!
Although I love all the activity and people and birds, it was good to return home. I'm still settling into
"normal" life and, yes, starting to think about the next big adventure...
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